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Puerta de Los Pasajes, watercolour on paper, d. 1892     
Melville attended the Académie Julian in Paris in 1878-80 and later spent much time in France, Spain and North Africa, visiting Spain every year between 1890 and 1893. His companion in 1891 was the artist Frank Brangwyn who also made a watercolour depicting these very buildings, annotating it with the above title. Melville’s watercolour, long believed to depict the historic city of Saragossa on the river Ebro, has recently been reidentified as showing Pasajes, a fishing-village close to San Sebastián (now known as 
Pasaia Donibane or Pasajes de San Juan). Brangwyn described it as a ‘city of one street’ on ‘a large bay, of the deepest and bluest of water, surrounded with picturesque stone-built houses ... a tiny Venice, with essentially Spanish features. The many-storeyed and balconied houses all look on the bay.... the place is as it was two hundred years ago.’ The waterfront and balconies that enchanted Melville and Brangwyn in 1891 still retain their charm today and are illustrated in many guidebooks. 

